Avoiding degeneracy in metric unfolding by penalizing the intercept.
It has long been thought that degeneracy in unfolding only concerned non-metric unfolding. Recently, Busing, Groenen, and Heiser have established that degeneracy occurs for all transformations that include estimation of an intercept and a slope. Consequently, degeneracy also plagues metric unfolding, since one member of the metric transformation family, the interval transformation, includes estimation of both an intercept and a slope. In this paper, a simple solution is proposed to the degeneracy problem for metric unfolding by penalizing for an undesirable intercept. An application of this approach will illustrate its potential.